Archuleta County Development Services Department
ARCHULETA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA
County Commissioners Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street
Public is welcome and encouraged to attend.

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING FOR JUNE 24, 2020, AT 6:00 PM
ROLL CALL
CONSENT

Approval of Minutes: May 27, 2020

Documents:
MINUTES 052720 DRAFT.PDF
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Public Hearing Of A Minor Oil And Gas Facility Permit For Catamount Energy
Partners Off U.S.F.S. Service Road 537, Parcel 589701400001 On The Far
Western Side Of Archuleta County (PLN20-121)

Catamount Energy Partners has applied for a Minor Oil & Gas Facility
Permit on property located off of U.S.F.S. Service Road 537 in the
western portion of Archuleta County, legally described as a portion of
the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 26,
Township 34 North, Range 6 West, N.M.P.M., 1204 feet south of
section line and 1253 feet west of section line (PLN20 -121), on
property owned by the United States Forest Service. The property is
zoned Agricultural Forestry. The existing use on the site is an oil and
gas well pad. The proposal is to add additional wells onto the well pad
site.
Documents:
01_PLN20-121_PRESENTATION.PDF
02_PLN20-121_STAFF_REPORT.PDF
03_PLN20-121_MAPS.PDF
04_PLN20-121_NARRATIVE.PDF
05_PLN20-121_PERFORMANCE_STANDARDS_REPORT.PDF
06_PLN20-121_COGCC_FORM_2A.PDF
07_PLN20-121_FACILITY_SITE_PLAN.PDF
MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING:

07_PLN20-121_FACILITY_SITE_PLAN.PDF
MEMBER COMMENTS
NEXT MEETING:

***No Meeting on July 22, 2020***
Regular Meeting on August 26, 2020 at 6:00 PM
ADJOURN
Please Note: Agenda items may change order during the meeting; it is strongly
recommended to attend the meeting at the start time indicated.

Archuleta County Development Services Department
ARCHULETA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
Archuleta County Planning Commission Minutes, Regular Meeting May 27, 2020
The Archuleta County Planning Commission held a meeting on Wednesday May 27, 2020 at the Archuleta County
Commissioners Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, Colorado. Chairman David Parker called the meeting to
order at 6:00pm.
Commissioners in attendance:
David Parker, Luke McCauley, Anita Hooton (remotely), Jon Carey (remotely).
Staff in Attendance:
Brad Callender, AICP CNU-A, Development Director; Pamela Flowers, Planner; Jamie Jones, Administrative Assistant
Public in Attendance:
Ross Lewis, Kip Strohecker, Brad Ash
Consent:
Minutes for the January 22, 2020 meeting.
Commissioner Hooton moved to approve the minutes as written. Commissioner McCauley seconded. Vote 3-0 Aye.
Minutes for the February 26, 2020 meeting.
Commissioner McCauley moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Hooten seconded. Vote 3-0 Aye.
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Public Hearing of Strohecker Asphalt and Paving Board Conditional Use Permit (CUP) at 300 CR 302 (PLN20-101)
Brad Callender reviewed the application packet with the Planning Commission. He explained the applicant is currently
operating an asphalt batch plant at this site and is requesting approval to expand to include a concrete batch plant on site.
The parcel is zoned Industrial and supports this type of activity. Asphalt batching operations require a Board CUP.
However, the current operation at this site was grandfathered when the current Land Use Regulations were adopted. This
Board CUP would ensure all operations on the site were fully compliant with current zoning requirements. Mr. Callender
recommended approval with no conditions.
Commissioner Hooton asked about the remark from the Colorado Division of Water Resources (CDWR) about the ability
of Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation (PAWS) District to serve the water requirements of this project, but future expansion
would require additional review. Mr. Callender explained that this is a typical comment from CDWR.
Applicant was present but had no comments for the Planning Commission.
Commissioner McCauley made a motion to approve the CUP. Commissioner Hooton seconded. Vote 3-0 Aye.
This Board CUP will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners at the next meeting on Tuesday June 2, 2020 at
1:30 pm.
Member Comments:
Mr. Callender introduced Pamela Flowers, newly promoted Planner, to the Planning Commission.

Next Meeting:
Regular Meeting on June 24, 2020
Adjourn: Commissioner Hooton moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:26 pm. Commissioner McCauley seconded. Vote 30 Aye.
Approved this 24th day of June, 2020

__________________________________
Brad Callender
Development Director

______________________________________
David Parker
Chairman
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PLN20-121
Minor Oil & Gas Facility Permit
San Juan National Forest, in
western Archuleta County
Applicant: Catamount Energy
Partners, LLC

Minor Oil & Gas Facility Permit Request:
PLN20-121

• Applicant is requesting approval of a Minor Oil & Gas
Facility Permit
• Site is located in the San Juan National Forest on
property administered by the U.S.F.S.; Site is zoned
Agricultural Forestry
• Site contains an existing well pad approved by the
COGCC
• Planning Commission approval is required for a Minor
Oil & Gas Facility Permit

Review Summary:
Request meets the criteria for approving a Minor
Oil & Gas Facility Permit
Recommendation:
Approval of the Catamount Energy Partners Minor
Oil & Gas Facility Permit with the Findings A, B, and
C of the Staff Report

Archuleta County
Development Services—Planning Department
1122 HWY 84
P. O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
970-264-1390
Fax 970-264-3338

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Archuleta County Planning Commission

FROM: Brad Callender; Development Director
DATE: June 18, 2020
RE:

Catamount Energy Partners Minor Oil & Gas Facility on Parcel 589701400001 off of
U.S.F.S. Service Road 537 (PLN20-121)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Catamount Energy Partners, LLC has applied for a Minor Oil and Gas Facility Permit on property
located off U.S.F.S. Service Road 537, Parcel 589701400001 on the far western side of Archuleta
County (PLN20-121). The property is zoned Agricultural Forestry (AF). The proposal is to conduct
drilling operations on an existing well pad containing one existing well and four new wells. The
existing well pad is located on property administered by the United States Forest Service. The
Planning Commission makes the final decision on Minor Oil and Gas Facility permits per Section
9.2.6.9(4) of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations.

REVIEW PROCEDURE
Archuleta County Land Use Regulations Section 9.2.2 provides for Minor Oil and Gas Facilities,
which require review and evaluation with respect to their effects on surrounding properties and
Archuleta County at large. As provided in Archuleta County Land Use Regulations Section
9.2.6.9(4), the Planning Commission will make the final determination for a Minor Oil and Gas
Facility Permit, with a recommendation from the Development Director. The Planning
Commission must consider the Review Criteria and Necessary Findings for Conditional Use
Permits outlined in Sections 3.2.3.4 and 3.2.3.5 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, as
well as the Performance Standards for Oil and Gas Facilities outlined Section 9.2.7.
Public notice was provided for the application with multiple publications in the Pagosa Springs
Sun and a mailed notice to each neighboring property owner located within ¼ of a mile (1,320
feet) of the perimeter of the surface property, as required by Section 9.2.5 of the Archuleta County
Land Use Regulations.

DISCUSSION
The applicant proposes to conduct drilling operations on an existing well pad in the extreme
western side of Archuleta County. The well pad has one existing well and the applicant proposes
to add 4 new wells to the well pad. The well pad has an approved permit through the Colorado
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, Document Number 401988357, to conduct the drilling

activities proposed in this request. The request meets the criteria for a Minor Oil and Gas Facility
Permit, as defined under Section 9.2.2. of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations.
Minor Oil & Gas Facility Permit Review and Performance Standards
Section 9.2.6.9 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations requires the Planning Commission
to review Minor Oil and Gas Permits with the consideration of the Review Criteria and Findings
for Conditional Use Permits in addition to the Performance Standards outlined in Section 9.2.7.
for Oil and Gas Facilities. The Conditional Use Permit review criteria in Section 3.2.3.4 include:
(1) The relationship and impact of the use on the development objectives of Archuleta
County.
(2) The effect of the use on light and air, distribution of population, transportation facilities,
utilities, schools, parks and recreation facilities, and other public facilities.
(3) The effect of the use upon traffic, with particular reference to congestion, vehicular and
pedestrian circulation, safety and convenience, traffic flow and control, access,
maneuverability, and removal of snow from the roads, sidewalks and parking areas.
(4) The effect of the use upon the character of the area in which the proposed use is to be
located, including the scale and bulk of the proposed use in relation to surrounding uses.
(5) The adequacy of the design features of the site to accommodate the proposed use,
including but not limited to accessibility, service areas, parking, loading, landscaping and
buffering, lighting, etc.
(6) The effect of the use upon the natural resources and wildlife habitat areas.
(7) Such other factors and criteria as the Planning Commission and the Board of County
Commissioners deems applicable to the proposed use.
Finally, before acting on the application, the Planning Commission must make necessary findings
under Section 3.2.3.5:
(1) That the proposed location of the use, the proposed access to the site, and the conditions
under which the use would be operated or maintained will not be detrimental to the
public health, safety, or welfare, or materially injurious to properties or improvements in
the vicinity.
(2) That, if required by the proposed use, there are adequate and available utilities and public
services to service the proposed use, without reduction in the adequacy of services to
other existing uses. These utilities and public services may include, but are not necessarily
limited to, sewage and waste disposal, water, electricity, law enforcement, and fire
protection.
(3) That the proposed use will be compatible with adjacent uses, including but not limited to
site design and operating factors, such as the control of any adverse impacts including
noise, dust, odor, vibration, exterior lighting, traffic generation, hours of operation, public
safety, etc.
Oil and Gas facilities are required to comply with the Performance Standards outlined in Section
9.2.7 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations. The applicant has provided a report with this
request which outlines compliance with the performance standards outlined in Section 9.2.7., and
is attached as a supplement to this report.
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Administrative Review Summary and Recommendation
As required under Section 9.2.6.9(3), the Development Director shall issue written
recommendation of approval for the proposed minor facility when the information in the
application and accompanying documentation establish that the proposed facility will be
constructed and operated in conformance with the regulations, or in such a manner that the land
use impacts associated with the facility’s noncompliance with this article are mitigated in
accordance with the applicable standards and requirements. The submitted application does
establish that the proposed facility will be constructed and operated in conformance with the
requirements of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, therefore it is the recommendation
of the Development Director that the requested Minor Oil and Gas Facility Permit be approved.

RECOMMENDATION AND FINDINGS
Based on evidence provided, if the Applicant has met the goals and objectives of the Land Use
Regulations, then the Planning Commission would find that:
A. The application DOES meet the Review Criteria for a Conditional Use Permit in Section
3.2.3.4 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, and
B. The application DOES meet the required Findings for a Conditional Use Permit in Section
3.2.3.5 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, and
C. The application DOES meet the Performance Standards for an Oil and Gas Facility in
Section 9.2.7 of the Archuleta County Land Use Regulations, and
That the Planning Commission approve the Catamount Energy Partners request for a Minor Oil
and Gas Facility Permit located off U.S.F.S. Service Road 537, Parcel 589701400001 on the far
western side of Archuleta County (PLN20-121), with the findings described above, without
conditions.

PROPOSED MOTION
Motion to recommend approval of the Catamount Energy Partners Minor Oil and Gas Facility
Permit with the Findings A, B, and C of the Staff Report.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1: Maps
Attachment 2: Narrative
Attachment 3: Performance Standards Report
Attachment 4: COGCC Form 2A
Attachment 5: Facility Site Plan
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2. Narrative
1)

Operating Plan

The WBC 1, WBC 2, WBC 3, WBC 4, and Federal 26-1 wellpad is in the SWSW S26 T34N
R6W N.M.P.M. in Archuleta County, CO. There is one existing well and four new wells
proposed to be drilled from the pad to produce the minerals in the Bull Creek Unit which is a
Federal drilling and spacing unit in Archuleta County. The wells target sections 26, 23, 24, 25,
36, 14, and 13 in T34N R6W and portion of sections 30 and 31 in T34N R5W. If the wells are
drilled and completed successfully, no other wells are anticipated in order to produce the
fruitland coal from the targeted sections. The proposed wells are on surface administered by
the United States Forest Service.
The road and location have been built. Catamount’s plans for 2020 include drilling one
additional well on the pad which is the WBC 3. The well will then be tested and a pipeline and
the remaining wells will be planned for 2021. The facilities will then be completed and the wells
will be placed on production once the pipeline has been completed. Once the wells are placed
on production they will be visited once daily by a well pumper and 2-3 produced water trucks per
day during daylight hours.
2) Estimated Numbers of Site visits by vehicles
During drilling and completion operations it is estimated there will be an average of 30 vehicle
trips to the location per day. Once drilling and completion operations are complete and the
wellsite is in operation there will be 1 visit per day from a pumper and 2-3 visits daily to haul
away produced water.
3)

Estimated Number of Yards of Fill Material

No fill material is expected to be brought to or removed from the site during the construction and
drilling process.
4)

Other Site Specific Information

Please see Appendix A for the Archuleta County Regulations Checklist
Please see Appendix B for:
-

Traffic Plan
Engine Manufacturer’s Specifications
Federal and State Permits/COAs
5)

Engine Manufacturer’s Verification

The planned engine for the pumping units are Arrow C46s. Please see Appendix B for
specifications.
3. Emergency Contact
Catamount Emergency Phone Number: 970-442-6620
Company-Wide Emergency Email: emergencyresponse@catamountep.com
Please see emergency response plan (Appendix H).

4. Contact Information
Catamount Energy Partners
1801 Broadway Suite 1000
Denver CO 80202
Craig Reid – President
Phone #: 720-484-2350
Rusty Kelly – Sr. Vice President
Phone #: 720-484-2360
A full list of subcontractors who may work at the site is attached in the Emergency Response
Plan.
5. Extent of Activities
Catamount currently operates approximately 170 gas wells in La Plata County, CO and
Archuleta County, CO. Catamount has an office in Denver, CO as well as a field office at 620
Goddard Ave. in Ignacio, CO.
6. Disclosure of Violations
None.
7. Site Plan
Please see Appendix C.
8. Vicinity Map
Please see Appendix D.
9. Weed and Disturbance Plan
Measures to control weed will be as follows:







Equipment will be cleaned prior to being moved to the site.
The disturbance area will be monitored during construction with at least one inspection
every two weeks and once a month thereafter until the site has reached final
stabilization.
All drainage management features including straw wattles and bales will be certified
weed free.
Revegetation will occur as soon as possible with mulch and a seed mix approved by the
landowner.
Enforceable weeds will be controlled by herbicide application applied by a professional.

10. Visual Mitigation Plan
Please See Appendix E

11. Wildlife Mitigation Procedures
The project area is located in a location suitable for big game wintering habitat. Wildlife
mitigation BMPs can be found in the COGCC Form 2A and Federal permit and include but are
not limited to the following:
-

Driving the speed limit in rural areas to avoid animal-vehicle collisions, especially
during the early morning and evening hours.
Prohibiting intentionally harassing or frightening wildlife.
Removing all food and trash items to avoid attracting wildlife to facility sites.
No construction activities will take place between November 30 and May 1 unless
authorized by the Forest Service

12. Noise Mitigation Procedures
Hospital grade mufflers will be placed on all equipment and the location will adhere to COGCC
800 series guidelines.
13. Road Impact Plan
Access for the project from State Highway 151 is La Plata County Road 334 and then Forest
Road 537. No Archuleta County Roads are used but Catamount intends to repair any damage
done to the road from its use. During drilling and completion it is estimated there will be up to
30 vehicle visits per day. Once drilling and completion operations are finished and the wellsite
is in operation there will be 1 visit per day from a pumper and 2-3 visits daily to haul away
produced water. Catamount will perform dust abatement as necessary on all portions of the
graveled access including the CR 334 and Forest Road 537.
14. Color Photographs
Please see Appendix F.
15. Grading Plan
Please see Appendix G.
16. Emergency Response Plan
A copy of Catamount’s Emergency Response Plan is attached. Please see Appendix H.
17. Surface Use Agreement
Please see attached road use agreements in Appendix I.
18. CDPHE Stormwater permit
The operations are covered under Catamount’s field wide stormwater management plan which
is attached in Appendix N.
19. Evidence of Notification
Please see attached notifications in Appendix J.

20. Water Management Plan
Please see Appendix K.
21. Waste Management Plan
Please See Appendix L.
22. Proof of Insurance
Please see Appendix M for Catamount’s certificate of Insurance and bonding information

Pipeline
Catamount is currently working with the U.S.F.S. to finalize the pipeline route. Current plans
have the Archuleta County portion being laid adjacent to Forest Road 537 and this section is not
expected to be subject to change.
Tentative Pipeline Description:
1 – Gas Pipeline, 20” Steel Schedule 40 w/ a 1143 psi pressure rating
1 – Produced Water Pipeline, 3” Poly SDR-11 w/ a 160 psi pressure rating
Weed Management Plan:
Equipment will be cleaned prior to being moved to the site.
The disturbance area will be monitored during construction with at least one inspection
every two weeks and once a month thereafter until the site has reached final stabilization.
All drainage management features including straw wattles and bales will be certified
weed free.
Revegetation will occur as soon as possible with mulch and seed mix. The seed mix will
be as approved by the Forest Service.
Enforceable weeds will be controlled by herbicide application applied by a professional.

9.2.7.2 Land Use Coordination Standards

WBC 1, WBC 2, WBC 3, WBC 4, Federal 26‐1

2) Setbacks
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

There are no residences within one mile of any of the wells
The nearest property line is ~ 6350' away from the nearest wellhead
N/A
N/A
All pipelines and pipeline right of ways are greater than 50 feet from the nearest building.

3) Platted Subdivisions
1) Access to the wellsite is off FS Road 537. Catamount intends to repair any damage to the road caused by its activities.
4) Sound Emissions
a) The exhaust from all engines, motors, coolers and other mechanized equipment will be vented up
b) No electricity is located within 1320'. The facility will not be electrified.
c) Equipment (Pumpjacks) will be anchored to the ground on a concrete base to minimize transmission of vibration through the
ground.
d) N/A
e) Sound emissions will comply with rules as set forth by the COGCC.
f) No buildings or enclosures are planned for noise or visual mitigation
5) Security and Safety
a) Nearest buildings are greater than 1 mile away from the facility and no security fencing or locked gate will be used.
b) OSHA safety practices will be used at all times during site development, drilling, and production.
c) Open‐ended discharge valves on all storage tanks, pipelines and other containers shall be secured where the facility site is
unattended and/or accessible to the general public.
d) All land within 25 feet of any tank, pit or other structure containing flammable or combustible materials shall be kept free of
dry weeds, grass or rubbish.
e) No security fencing is planned
9.2.7.3 Environmental Quality Standards
1) Location on private property
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

The site will adhere to this section as much as practical.
The location is not in a geologic hazard area.
The location meets the required setbacks.
This is an existing wellpad and there are currently no additional wellpads in Section 26.
1) This is an existing wellpad which makes extensive use of pipeline routes and no new roads are needed for this location.
2) The facility adheres to the setback and location requirements in Section 9.2.6.2

3) The site is located at the bottom of a draw and is not visible from any public roads. Tree screen also exists on all 4 sides.
4) The location is not in a cultivated field
5) The site is on an existing wellpad and is built.
6) The location is not visible from any houses, highways or county roads.
7) The site is locted at the base of a slope.
8) Wells and equipment will not be silhouetted.
9) There are no prominent natural featueres or landmarks nearby
10) The well was sited through consultation with the forest service to minimize additional roads and disturbance. No
additional wellpads are planned in Section 26.
2) Visual mitigation plan
a) Please see Appendix E
b)
1) The wellpad makes extensive use of pipeline routes and no new roads are needed. New pipelines will make the most
extensive use of existing routes as possible.
2) Please see attached maps
3) See attached maps ‐ the wellsite is approximately 2.32 acres. (see attached maps)
4) Please see grading plan for cuts and fills
5) The wellsite is at the edge of a clearing and is not visible from any residence or public road
6) Please see attached maps
7) Equipment will be painted sudan brown to blend in with the surrounding landscape
8) See facility layout drawing
9) Existing vegetation is native grassland and will be reseeded using the seed mix recommended by the forest service
10) A berm approximately 30 inches high exists around the entire fill side of location. Upon reclamation it will be smoothed
out and re‐seeded.
11) All reclaimed and seeded areas will be mulched with weed free straw or hay mulch at ~2 acres/ton
12) No permanent fencing is planned

13)
14)
15)
16)
17)

Please see stormwater management plan for drainage mitigation
No permanent lighting is planned
Please see stormwater plan for re‐vegetation protocol
Please see visual mitigation map
Performance Security

3) Visual impacts
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Structures and equipment will be of minimal size to satisfy present and future functional requirements
No trees need to be cleared for this location
Earth adjacent to water crossings will be replaced at slopes less than the natural angle of repose for the soil type.
The location minimizes the amount of cuts and fills necessary.
Equipment will be painted sudan brown as required by the Forest Service.

6) The location minimizes damage to existing trees and the pipeline is built to minimize damages to existing trees and vegetation.
7) The wellpad is the minimum size necessary to provide a safe work area.
8) The wellpad and pipeline will be reclaimed within 6 months of well completion. Upon reclamation the edges of the pad will be
reseeded with native grasses or another seed mix acceptable to the surface owner. Please see stormwater plan map for edges of
the reclaimed area.
9) Cuts and fills will be shaped to blend with adjacent terrain as much as practicable and the facility will utilize natural tree
screens.
10) No exterior lighting is planned.
4) Wildlife
1) The project area is located in a location suitable for big game wintering habitat. Wildlife mitigation SOPs and COAs can be
found the COAs on the Federal permit COAs
and the Form 2A.
5) Water
Please see Appendix K
6) Waste and Waste Water
Please see Appendix L
7) Storage and Containment Requirements
1a) No liquid hydrocarbons are expected to be produced from this well.
b) Drilling mud, cuttings, liquid hydrocarbons, and all other waste created from the well will be discharge in aboveground tanks
and disposed of in accordance with all local, state, and federal laws. No permanent pits will be used.
c) Waste materals will be removed from the site and transferred to an off‐site disposal facility in a timely manner, and not less
than once every thirty days. Produced water will be removed as necessary
d) Waste will be disposed of at an approved facility to comply with all county, state, and other applicable regulatory agencies.
8) Air Quality
1) Emissions will be in compliance with the Colorado Air Quality Control Program
9) Mosquito Control
1) Any pit containing water with Mosquito dunks will be monitored and treated; None are anticipated.
10) Electric Lines
No electric lines are planned.
11) Fracture Stimulation Operations
1)
2)
3)
4)

Catamount will post a sign at least 48 hours before fracture stimulation operations are commenced at the entrance to the pad.
Flowback operations will be performed during daylight hours
All flowback operations will be monitored by a watchperson
There will be no uncontrolled venting to the atmosphere.

12) Dust, Vibrations, Odors
Best management practices will be used during operations to minimize dust, vibrations, and odor.
13) Hazardous Material

14) Chemical Products
Appropriate records will be kept pertaining to chemical products covering operations in the County.
15) Chemical Products

1) Onsite containment, disposal, and disclosure and retention of information will be in accordance with applicable state laws or
regulation.
2) Appropriate records regarding chemical products will be kept in order to maintain compliance with this section
16) Pits and Pit Liners
There will be no pits constructed on this location
17) Geologic Hazard areas
N/A

9.2.7.4 Surface Disturbance Standards
b) Agricultural Resources
The location is sighted to use a minimal amount of surface area and in a location agreeable with the Forest Service.
c) Roads and Access
Forest Service Road 537 will be used to access the facility. Catamount intends to keep the roads in at least as good of condition
as they were prior to project commencement and will repair any damage to the roads in a timely manner.

d) Waste Disposal
1) Constructed related debris will be removed from the site and disposed of in a proper manner. It will be maintained free of
debris and excess materials at all times during operation
2) No trash burning will occur onsite.
e) Weed Control
1) Catamount will be responsible for ongoing weed control at the site.
2) Appropriate weed control methods will be used through recommendation from the Archuleta County Noxious weed control
program and the surface owner.
f) Minimization of Disturbance
1) A revegetation plan incluing an appropriate seed mix has been coordinated with the Forest Service. Please see stormwater
management plan for more details.
g) Restoration and re‐vegetation
Please see the stormwater management plan for restoration and revetation details.

FORM
2A

State of Colorado
Oil and Gas Conservation Commission

Rev
08/19

1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801, Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (303) 894-2100 Fax: (303) 894-2109

Document Number:
401988357

Oil and Gas Location Assessment
Refile

New Location

Amend Existing Location

Date Received:
Location#:

04/04/2019

320848

This Oil and Gas Location Assessment is to be submitted to the COGCC for approval prior to any ground disturbance
activity associated with oil and gas operations. Approval of this Oil and Gas Location Assessment will allow for the
construction of the below specified Location; however, it does not supersede any land use rules applied by the local
land use authority. Please see the COGCC website at http://cogcc.state.co.us/ for all accompanying information
pertinent this Oil and Gas Location Assessment.

Location ID:
320848
Expiration Date:
10/21/2022

This location assessment is included as part of a permit application.

CONSULTATION
This location is included in a Comprehensive Drilling Plan. CDP #
This location is in a sensitive wildlife habitat area.
This location is in a wildlife restricted surface occupancy area.
This location includes a Rule 306.d.(1)A.ii. variance request.

Operator

Contact Information

Operator Number:
Name:

Name: Nolan Redmond

10464

CATAMOUNT ENERGY PARTNERS LLC

Phone: (720) 484-2344

Address: 1801 BROADWAY #1000
City:

DENVER

State:

CO

Zip:

80202

Fax:

(

)

email:

nredmond@catamountep.com

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE
Plugging and Abandonment Bond Surety ID (Rule 706): 20160137

Gas Facility Surety ID (Rule 711):

Waste Management Surety ID (Rule 704):

LOCATION IDENTIFICATION
Name: Federal
County:

Number:

M34N6W

ARCHULETA

QuarterQuarter:

SWSW Section:

26

Township:

34N

Range:

6W

Meridian:

M

Ground Elevation:

7519

Define a single point as a location reference for the facility location. When the location is to be used as a well site then the point shall be
a well location.
Footage at surface: 1204 feet

FSL

from North or South section line

1253 feet

FWL

from East or West section line

Latitude:

37.157853

PDOP Reading:

2.1

Instrument Operator's Name:

Longitude: -107.475638
Date of Measurement:

11/17/2018

Nelson Ross

LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
County: ARCHULETA

Date Run: 10/22/2019 Doc [#401988357]

Municipality: N/A
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Per § 34-60-106 (1)(f)(I)(A), the following questions pertain to the “local government with jurisdiction to approve the siting of the
proposed oil and gas location.”
The local government with jurisdiction is: County
Does the local government with jurisdiction regulate the siting of Oil and Gas Locations, with respect to this
COGCC application? If the local government has waived its right to precede the COGCC in siting determination,
indicate by selecting “NO” here and selecting “Waived” below.

Yes

No

If yes, in checking this box, I hereby certify that an application has been filed with the local
government with jurisdiction to approve the siting of the proposed oil and gas location.
The local government siting permit type is:
The local government siting permit was filed on:
The disposition of the application filed with the local government is:
Additional explanation of local process:
Per Archuleta County Local Governmental Designee (LGD), siting requirements for an existing location on Federal Surface do not
need prior local government approval. Based on discussions with John Shepard, the previous Archuleta County LGD in May 2019,
and written correspondence from the current Archuleta County LGD, Brad Callendar, on September 26, 2019, a permit will not be
required to perform the work described in the COGCC Form 2A. The current LGD concurred with John Shepard’s initial finding
that a permit would not be required to drill laterals from the existing well that Catamount has planned for 2019; however, a permit
will be required for the additional four wells planned to be drilled in 2020. Contact the Archuleta County LGD if you need any
additional information: Brad Callender, AICP CNU-A, Development Director, Archuleta County Development Services Department,
P.O. Box 1507, 1122 Hwy 84 South, (970) 264-1390 [phone], (970) 264-3338 [fax].

RELATED REMOTE LOCATIONS
(Enter as many Related Locations as necessary. Enter the Form 2A document # only if there is no established COGCC Location ID#)
This proposed Oil and Gas Location is:

LOCATION ID #

FORM 2A DOC #

FACILITIES
Indicate the number of each type of oil and gas facility planned on location
Wells

5

Drilling Pits

Oil Tanks*

Condensate Tanks*

Water Tanks*

Production Pits*

Special Purpose Pits

Multi-Well Pits*

Modular Large Volume Tanks

Injection Pumps*

Cavity Pumps*

Gas Compressors*

6

Buried Produced Water Vaults*

Pump Jacks

5

Separators*

Gas or Diesel Motors*

5

Electric Motors

Electric Generators*

Fuel Tanks*

LACT Unit*

Vapor Recovery Unit*

VOC Combustor*

Flare*

Pigging Station*

Dehydrator Units*

5

OTHER FACILITIES*
Other Facility Type

Number

*Those facilities indicated by an asterisk (*) shall be used to determine the distance from the Production Facility to the nearest
cultural feature on the Cultural Setbacks Tab.
Per Rule 303.b.(3)C, description of all oil, gas, and/or water pipelines:
Pipelines will consist of the following;
New Onsite flowlines: 1"-4” gas & water steel piping rated from 150 to ANSI 600 pressure rating from wellhead through facilities to
the pipelines.
Offsite gas pipeline: New 6"-12" steel gas pipeline
New Onsite water pipeline: 3” poly SDR-11 w/a 160 psi pressure rating, from separator to produced water storage tanks.
Subject to availability, and final design engineering.
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CONSTRUCTION
Date planned to commence construction: 10/24/2019
Estimated date that interim reclamation will begin: 10/15/2020

Size of disturbed area during construction in acres:

3.49

Size of location after interim reclamation in acres:

1.93

Estimated post-construction ground elevation: 7519

DRILLING PROGRAM
Will a closed loop system be used for drilling fluids: Yes
Is H2S anticipated?

No

Will salt sections be encountered during drilling:

No

Will salt based mud (>15,000 ppm Cl) be used?

Yes

Will oil based drilling fluids be used?

No

DRILLING WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Drilling Fluids Disposal:

OFFSITE

Drilling Fluids Disposal Method: Commercial Disposal

Cutting Disposal:

OFFSITE

Cuttings Disposal Method: Commercial Disposal

Other Disposal Description:

Beneficial reuse or land application plan submitted?
Reuse Facility ID:

or Document Number:

Centralized E&P Waste Management Facility ID, if applicable:

SURFACE & MINERALS & RIGHT TO CONSTRUCT
Name: U.S.F.S.

Phone: 970-247-4874

Address: 15 Burnett Court

Fax:

Address:
City: Durango
Surface Owner:

Email:
State:
Fee

CO

Zip:

81301

State

Check all that apply. The Surface Owner:

Federal

Indian

is the mineral owner
is committed to an oil and Gas Lease
has signed the Oil and Gas Lease
is the applicant

The Mineral Owner beneath this Oil and Gas Location is:

Fee

State

Federal

Indian

The Minerals beneath this Oil and Gas Location will be developed from or produced to this Oil and Gas Location:

Yes

The right to construct this Oil and Gas Location is granted by: oil and gas lease
Surface damage assurance if no agreement is in place:

Surface Surety ID:

Date of Rule 306 surface owner consultation

If this Form 2A is associated with Drilling and Spacing Unit applications, list docket number(s):______________

CURRENT AND FUTURE LAND USE
Current Land Use (Check all that apply):
Crop Land:
Non-Crop Land:
Subdivided:

Irrigated

Dry land

Improved Pasture

Hay Meadow

Rangeland

Timber

Recreational

Other (describe):

Industrial

Commercial

Residential
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Future Land Use (Check all that apply):
Crop Land:
Non-Crop Land:
Subdivided:

Irrigated

Dry land

Improved Pasture

Hay Meadow

Rangeland

Timber

Recreational

Other (describe):

Industrial

Commercial

Residential

CRP

CULTURAL DISTANCE INFORMATION
Provide the distance to the nearest cultural feature as measured from Wells or
Production Facilities onsite.
From WELL

From PRODUCTION
FACILITY
5280 Feet

Building:

5280 Feet

Building Unit:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

High Occupancy Building Unit:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

Designated Outside Activity Area:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

Public Road:

2350 Feet

2350 Feet

Above Ground Utility:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

Railroad:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

Property Line:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

School Facility::

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

School Property Line:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

Child Care Center:

5280 Feet

5280 Feet

INSTRUCTIONS:
- All measurements shall be provided from
center of nearest Well or edge of nearest
Production Facility to nearest of each
cultural feature as described in Rule 303.b.
(3)A.
- Enter 5280 for distance greater than 1
mile.
- Building - nearest building of any type. If
nearest Building is a Building Unit, enter
same distance for both.
- Building Unit, High Occupancy Building
Unit, Designated Outside Activity Area,
School Facility, and Child Care Center – as
defined in 100 Series Rules.
-For measurement purposes only,
Production Facilities should only include
those items with an asterisk(*) on the
Facilities Tab.

SCHOOL SETBACK INFORMATION
Was Notice required under Rule 305.a.(4)?

Yes

No

DESIGNATED SETBACK LOCATION INFORMATION
Check all that apply. This location is within a:
Buffer Zone
Exception Zone
Urban Mitigation Area
Pre-application Notifications (required if location is within 1,000 feet of a building unit):

- Buffer Zone - as described in Rule 604.a.
(2), within 1,000' of a Building Unit.
- Exception Zone - as described in Rule
604.a.(1), within 500' of a Building Unit.
- Urban Mitigation Area - as defined in 100Series Rules.
- Large UMA Facility – as defined in 100Series Rules.

Date of Rule 305.a.(1) Urban Mitigation Area Notification to Local Government:
Date of Rule 305.a.(2) Buffer Zone Notification to Building Unit Owners:

FOR MULTI-WELL PADS AND PRODUCTION FACILTIES WITHIN DESIGNATED SETBACK LOCATIONS ONLY:
&KHFNWKLVER[LIWKLV2LODQG*DV/RFDWLRQKDVRUZLOOKDYH3URGXFWLRQ)DFLOLWLHVWKDWVHUYHPXOWLSOHZHOOV RQ RURIIVLWH DQGWKH
Production Facilities are proposed to be located less than 1,000 feet from a Building Unit. (Pursuant to Rule 604.c.(2)E.i., the operator

must evaluate alternative locations for the Production Facilities that are farther from the Building Unit, and determine whether those
alternative locations were technically feasible and economically practicable for the same proposed development.)
By checking this box, I certify that no alternative placements for the Production Facilities, farther from the nearest Building Unit, were
available based on the analysis conducted pursuant to Rule 604.c.(2)E.i.
In the space below, explain rationale for siting the multi-well Production Facility(ies) that supports your Rule 604.c.(2)E.i determination.
Attach documentation that supports your determination to this Form 2A.

Date Run: 10/22/2019 Doc [#401988357]

Page 4 of 10

SOIL

List all soil map units that occur within the proposed location. attach the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
report showing the "Map Unit Description" report listing the soil typical vertical profile. This data is to used when
segregating topsoil.
The required information can be obtained from the NRCS web site at http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.org/ or from the
COGCC web site GIS Online map page found at http://colorado.gov/cogcc. Instructions are provided within the COGCC
web site help section.
NRCS Map Unit Name: 36D: Nunn loam, 4 to 25 percent slopes
NRCS Map Unit Name: 11E: Corta silt loam, 25 to 65 percent slopes
NRCS Map Unit Name:

PLANT COMMUNITY:
Complete this section only if any portion of the disturbed area of the location's current land use is on non-crop land.
Are noxious weeds present:
Plant species from:

Yes

No

NRCS or,

field observation

Date of observation:

List individual species: Rabbit brush, western wheatgrass, big sagebrush, ponderosa pine, oak brush
Check all plant communities that exist in the disturbed area.
Disturbed Grassland (Cactus, Yucca, Cheatgrass, Rye)
Native Grassland (Bluestem, Grama, Wheatgrass, Buffalograss, Fescue, Oatgrass, Brome)
Shrub Land (Mahogany, Oak, Sage, Serviceberry, Chokecherry)
Plains Riparian (Cottonwood, Willow, Aspen, Maple, Poplar, Russian Olive, Tamarisk)
Mountain Riparian (Cottonwood, Willow, Blue Spruce)
Forest Land (Spruce, Fir, Ponderosa Pine, Lodgepole Pine, Juniper, Pinyon, Aspen)
Wetlands Aquatic (Bullrush, Sedge, Cattail, Arrowhead)
Alpine (above timberline)
Other (describe):
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WATER RESOURCES
Is this a sensitive area:

No

Yes

Distance to nearest
downgradient surface water feature:
water well:

61 Feet

5280 Feet

Estimated depth to ground water at Oil and Gas Location

40 Feet

Basis for depth to groundwater and sensitive area determination:
This location is in a sensitive area due to the proximity to Salt Canyon (61 feet to the north); depth to ground water, if present, is
estimated to be approximately 40’ bgs based on drilling and construction information for several nearby constructed water wells in
the Spring Creek drainage area west of the location; these wells are completed in alluvial sediments and deeper sand units:
Permit No. 301681 – Ron Tate; residential; first water bearing zone at 36’ bgs; TD - 60’ bgs; screened 28’-60’ bgs; SWL – 35’ bgs;
20 gpm.
Permit No. 71260 – John Richardson; domestic; first water bearing zone at 115’ bgs; TD - 126’ bgs; screened 80’-120’ bgs; SWL –
47’ bgs; 15 gpm.
Permit No. 177338 – Bill Powell; residential; first water bearing zone at 42’ bgs; TD - 150’ bgs; screened 40’-150’ bgs; SWL – 39’
bgs; 2 gpm.

Is the location in a riparian area:

No

Yes

Was an Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 permit filed

No

Yes

If yes attach permit.

Is the location within a Rule 317B Surface Water Supply Area buffer
zone:

No

If the location is within a Rule 317B Surface Water Supply Area buffer have all public water supply systems
within 15 miles been notified:
Is the Location within a
Floodplain?

No

Yes

Floodplain Data Sources Reviewed (check all that apply)
Federal (FEMA)
State
County
Local
Other

GROUNDWATER BASELINE SAMPLING AND MONITORING AND WATER WELL SAMPLING
Water well sampling required per Rule

608

WILDLIFE
This location is included in a Wildlife Mitigation Plan
This location was subject to a pre-consultation meeting with CPW held on

DESIGNATED SETBACK LOCATION EXCEPTIONS
Check all that apply:
Rule 604.a.(1)A. Exception Zone (within 500’ of a Building Unit) and is in an Urban Mitigation Area
Rule 604.b.(1)A. Exception Location (existing or approved Oil & Gas Location now within a Designated Setback as a result of
Rule 604.a.)
Rule 604.b.(1)B. Exception Location (existing or approved Oil & Gas Location is within a Designated Setback due to Building Unit
construction after Location approval)
Rule 604.b.(2) Exception Location (SUA or site-specific development plan executed on or before August 1, 2013)
Rule 604.b.(3) Exception Location (Building Units constructed after August 1, 2013 within setback per an SUA or site-specific
development plan)
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RULE 502.b VARIANCE REQUEST
Rule 502.b. Variance Request from COGCC Rule or Spacing Order Number
ALL exceptions and variances require attached Request Letter(s). Refer to applicable rule for additional required attachments (e.g.
waivers, certifications, SUAs).

OPERATOR COMMENTS AND SUBMITTAL
Comments

This is a built pad that will require extension. There is currently one well with four new wells planned.
Based on correspondence with the current Archuleta County LGD Brad Callender and the previous LGD John Shepard,
Archuleta County will not require a land use permit to expand/regrade the Federal M34N6W pad in order to re-enter and
drill the Federal 26-1 laterals.

I hereby certify that the statements made in this form are, to the best of my knowledge, true, correct and complete.
Signed:
Date: 04/04/2019
Email: nredmond@catamountep.com
Print Name: Nolan Redmond

Title:

Geo/Eng Tech

Based on the information provided herein, this Oil and Gas Location Assessment complies with COGCC Rules, applicable orders,
and SB 19-181 and is hereby approved.
Director of COGCC

COGCC Approved:

Date:

10/22/2019

Conditions Of Approval
All representations, stipulations and conditions of approval stated in this Form 2A for this location shall
constitute representations, stipulations and conditions of approval for any and all subsequent operations on
the location unless this Form 2A is modified by Sundry Notice, Form 4 or an Amended Form 2A.
COA Type

Description

Planning

Sediment/catchment basin shall be designed in accordance with good engineering
practices and sized to prevent stormwater from transporting contaminants from the site
to Salt Canyon.
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Best Management Practices
No BMP/COA Type

Description

1 Drilling/Completion
Operations

Protection Measures for Nearby Surface Water Resources:
- Catamount uses a portable containment liner under the substructure of the drilling rig
during drilling activities;
- The access road will be maintained as to not allow any sediment to migrate from the
access road to nearby surface water or any drainages leading to surface water.
- Catamount will use water/fluid dust suppression application, speed restrictions, and
regular road maintenance to prevent fugitive dust emissions from coating of vegetation
and deposition in surface water sources;
- Cuttings generated during drilling will be placed in portable steel tanks within the
bermed well pad prior to disposition. The surface where the cuttings will be placed
shall be constructed to be sufficiently impervious (or temporarily lined) to keep any
material from migrating into the subsurface;
- The trucks used for offsite disposal of SBM-generated drill cuttings will have a liner
and Catamount will implement measures (covers, misting, etc.) to reduce dust and PM
emissions during transport from the well site to the commercial disposal facility;
- All structures that hold or transfer fluids will have corrugated steel (or equivalent) and
tied in poly liners as secondary containment;
- Flowback and stimulation fluids will be sent to enclosed tanks, separators, or other
containment or filtering equipment before the fluids are placed into the onsite storage
tanks; no open top tanks will be used for initial flowback fluids containment; and
secondary containment for flowback storage tanks will meet the requirements of Rule
906.d.(1);
- The condensate and produced water storage tanks, and other process vessels
located on this pad will be equipped with automatic overflow shut down pressure
devices.

2 Drilling/Completion
Operations

- As indicated on the Form 2A and Form 2s, a closed loop system will be implemented
during drilling. All cuttings generated during drilling with high chloride/TDS mud will be
kept in tanks/containers or placed on a bermed portion of the well pad that will be lined
or sufficiently impervious to keep liquids from migrating into the subsurface. The
moisture content of any drill cuttings in a cuttings containment area or pile shall be as
low as practicable to prevent accumulation of liquids greater than de minimis amounts.
- If the wells are to be hydraulically stimulated, flowback and stimulation fluids will be
sent to enclosed tanks, filtering equipment, and separators before the fluids can be
placed into any pipeline, storage vessel, or into tanker trucks for offsite disposal. No
open top tanks will be used for initial flowback fluids containment. Secondary
containment for flowback storage tankswill meet the requirements of Rule 906.d.(1).

Total: 2 comment(s)

Date Run: 10/22/2019 Doc [#401988357]

Page 8 of 10

Attachment Check List
Att Doc Num

Name

2109034

FACILITY LAYOUT DRAWING

2109035

STORM WATER AND EROSION CONTROL DRAWING

2109036

LOCATION DRAWING

2109037

ARCHULETA COUNTY LGD CORRESPONDENCE

2109064

OBJECTIVE CRITERIA REVIEW MEMO

401988357

FORM 2A SUBMITTED

401990887

ACCESS ROAD MAP

401990892

CONST. LAYOUT DRAWINGS

401990899

CONST. LAYOUT DRAWINGS

401990908

REFERENCE AREA PICTURES

401990909

REFERENCE AREA MAP

401990914

LOCATION PICTURES

401992243

NRCS MAP UNIT DESC

401992248

NRCS MAP UNIT DESC

401992915

HYDROLOGY MAP

401992922

WELL LOCATION PLAT

401993102

MULTI-WELL PLAN

Total Attach: 17 Files
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General Comments
User Group

Comment

Comment Date

OGLA

Operator shall comply with COGCC 1000-Series Rules, specifically as related to minimizing
disturbance, protection of topsoil, management of stormwater, and interim and final
reclamation.

10/22/2019

Final Review

The pad is not currently reclaimed in accordance with COGCC 1000-Series rules as
indicated in the Objective Criteria Review Memo.

10/22/2019

OGLA

Changed date planned to commence construction from 9/30/2019 to 10/24/2019 based on
operator indicating plans to construct immediately after permit approval.

10/22/2019

Permit

Permitting Review Complete.

10/22/2019

OGLA

10/09/2019 - The 'Objective Criteria Review Memo' document (#2109040) is attached to
this Form 2A. Following additional analysis of the Director Objective Criteria, the Director
determined that this application meets the standard for the protection of public health,
safety, welfare, the environment and wildlife resources set by SB 19-181.

10/09/2019

OGLA

10/09/2019 - passed OGLA task.

10/09/2019

OGLA

09/20/2019 - completed SB19-181 review by Dave Kubeczko; passed OGLA-181 task;
ready for Director review.

09/20/2019

OGLA

09/19/2019 - initiated SB19-181 review by Dave Kubeczko; reviewed additional information
from operator to address sensitive surface water resources issues; attached Storm Water
and Erosion Control Drawing, Facility Layout Drawing, Location Drawing; passed OGLA
Form 2A review by Dave Kubeczko with operator’s attachments and BMPs being sufficient,
no additional COAs required; prepared 'Objective Criteria Review Memo'.

09/19/2019

OGLA

09/18/2019 - initiated / completed OGLA Form 2A review by Dave Kubeczko; received and
attached operator BMPs to the Form 2A; revised date of construction, date of interim
reclamation, distance to surface water, and depth to ground water per operator verbal
request; operator’s attachments and BMPs are sufficient, no COAs required;

09/18/2019

OGLA

09/18/2019 - location does not fall within 'Sensitive Wildlife Habitat' (SWH) or 'Restricted
Surface Occupancy' (RSO) areas, therefore no CPW Wildlife Consultation is required;
Forest Service and BLM lease stipulation COAs will be acceptable; FS, BLM, operator, and
CPW onsited location on 05-01-19; COGCC and operator onsited location on 05-02-19;

09/18/2019

OGLA

COGCC staff conducted its technical review of this Form 2A Oil and Gas Location
Assessment within the context of SB 19-181 and the required Objective Criteria. This Form
2A met Objective Criteria #5.c.

08/01/2019

Permit

Passed completeness.

04/08/2019

Total: 12 comment(s)

Date Run: 10/22/2019 Doc [#401988357]

Page 10 of 10

